
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix A 
Federal Power Act 

Sections 10 (A) (1) and 4 (e) 
 



Section 10. (a) (1) 
That the project adopted, including the maps, plans, and specifications, shall be such as in 
the judgment of the Commission will be best adapted to a comprehensive plan for 
improving or developing a waterway or waterways for the use or benefit of interstate or 
foreign commerce, for the improvement and utilization of water-power development, for 
the adequate protection, mitigation, and enhancement of fish and wildlife (including 
related spawning grounds and habitat), and for other beneficial public uses, including 
irrigation, flood control, water supply, and recreational and other purposes referred to in 
section 4(e); and if necessary in order to secure such plan the Commission shall have 
authority to require the modification of any project and of the plans and specifications of 
the project works before approval. 
 
Section 4. (e) 
To issue licenses to citizens of the United States, or to any association of such citizens, 
or to any corporation organized under the laws of the United States or any State thereof, 
or to any State or municipality for the purpose of constructing, operating, and 
maintaining dams, water conduits, reservoirs, power houses, transmission lines, or other 
project works necessary or convenient for the development and improvement of 
navigation and for the development, transmission, and utilization of power across, along, 
from, or in any of the streams or other bodies of water over which Congress has 
jurisdiction under its authority to regulate commerce with foreign nations and among the 
several States, or upon any part of the public lands and reservations of the United States 
(including the Territories), or for the purpose of utilizing the surplus water or water 
power from any Government dam, except as herein provided: Provided, That licenses 
shall be issued within any reservation only after a finding by the Commission that the 
license will not interfere or be inconsistent with the purpose for which such reservation 
was created or acquired, and shall be subject to and contain such conditions as the 
Secretary of the department under whose supervision such reservation falls shall deem 
necessary for the adequate protection and utilization of such reservations: Provided 
further, That no license affecting the navigable capacity of any navigable waters of the 
United States shall be issued until the plans of the dam or other structures affecting the 
navigation have been approved by the Chief of Engineers and the Secretary of the Army. 
Whenever the contemplated improvement is, in the judgment of the Commission, 
desirable and justified in the public interest for the purpose of improving or developing a 
waterway or waterways for the use or benefit of interstate or foreign commerce, a finding 
to that effect shall be made by the Commission and shall become a part of the records of 
the Commission: Provided further, That in case the Commission shall find that any 
Government dam may be advantageously used by the United States for public purposes 
in addition to navigation, no license therefor shall be issued until two years after it shall 
have reported to Congress the facts and conditions relating thereto, except that this 
provision shall not apply to any Government dam constructed prior to June 10, 1920: 
And provided further, That upon the filing of any application for a license which has not 
been preceded by a preliminary permit under subsection (f) of this section, notice shall be 
given and published as required by the proviso of said subsection. In deciding whether to 
issue any license under this Part for any project, the Commission, in addition to the 
power and development purposes for which licenses are issued, shall give equal 



consideration to the purposes of energy conservation, the protection, mitigation of 
damage to, and enhancement of, fish and wildlife (including related spawning grounds 
and habitat), the protection of recreational opportunities, and the preservation of other 
aspects of environmental quality. 


